PHI 1000 — Introduction to Philosophy

Spring 2023, Wednesday and Friday 10:10 AM — 11:40 AM, ACO01 LR205

Professor: Danny Weltman | danny.weltman@ashoka.edu.in

Office hours: Monday and Tuesday 12:00 to 3:00 in AC01 616 (book a slot on Canvas)

About This Course: Topic and Goals
In this course, you will be introduced to academic philosophy through an investigation of a few of the issues
that philosophers have investigated over the years.

Below are the goals for this course. All of the course’s assignments are focused on helping achieve you achieve
these goals.

e Learn a bit about what philosophy, as a field of academia, has studied

e Form some initial thoughts about some of the key questions and topics in philosophy

e Get practice with reading, writing, talking about, and thinking about philosophy in an academic setting

o Develop your reading and writing skills with a focus on reading complicated texts and writing about
them clearly, concisely, and accurately

Course Content

All course materials are available on the course website at https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/2492326. We
will begin with some short articles on topics various topics. After that, topics have been chosen by course vote.
If you have suggestions for topics for the next time | teach this class, let me know.

Assignments and Grading

There are 4 kinds of assignments in this class: reading quizzes, Perusall annotations, four sentence papers,
and 500 word papers. Late papers will lose 10% of their grade for each day they are turned in late, up to a
maximum of 50% off. The late penalty is calculated per hour (0.42% lost per hour).

Reading Quizzes (10% of your grade) are to help you focus on the important parts of the reading and to get
instant feedback on whether you have understood the reading. There is one quiz per reading. The lowest 6
reading quiz scores will be dropped.

Perusall Annotation Assignments (18% of your grade) allow you to collaboratively read the readings by using
the Perusall website. Canvas has a document detailing examples of annotations you can make on Perusall and
explaining the grading system. The lowest 8 Perusall annotation assignment scores will be dropped.

Four Sentence Papers (18% of your grade) are the first way you will practice writing philosophy. They will
introduce you to summaries and arguments. There are 4 due. The lowest scoring paper will be ignored. A rubric
for these papers can be found on Canvas.

500 Word Papers (54% of your grade) are your opportunity to get more practice writing concisely about
philosophy. They should summarize a point from one of the readings, and then offer a question, an extension
of the idea or argument, or a critique of the idea or argument. There are 4 due. The lowest scoring paper
will be ignored. A rubric for these papers can be found on Canvas.


https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/2492326

Grade Breakdown:
10% - Reading Quizzes (26, 6 lowest

Class Grade Rubric:

ignored) 100-94% = A <T77-714% =C
18% - Perusall Annotations (26, 8 lowest <94-90% = A- <74-70% = C-

ignored) <90-87% = B+ <70-67% = D+
18% - Four Sentence Papers <87-84% =B <67-64% =D

(4, lowest 1 ignored) <84-80% = B- <64-60% = D-
54% - 500 Word Papers <80-77% = C+ <60-0% = F

(4, lowest 1 ignored)

Disabilities
If you have disabilities which require some form of accommodation, contact me ahead of time.

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

Any time you use words, phrases, ideas, or anything else in your writing that you did not think up on your
own, you must cite your source the best of your ability. Words and phrases not written by you must be enclosed
in quotation marks to show that you did not write them yourself. Failure to cite a source is plagiarism and it's
not okay. You should not need to use (or cite) outside sources for this class, but if you do use them, you must
cite them. It is perfectly okay to use points made by your classmates (or anyone else), as long as you cite them
to the best of your ability. The one exception is that you do not need to cite me on your writing assignments in
this class, unless you want to. Plagiarism or other violations of academic integrity, like cheating on quizzes,
may entail sanctions like a zero on the assignment or in the course.

Resources

My website has resources on reading, writing, and researching at dannyweltman.com/resources.html. These
resources include a glossary for unfamiliar words or phrases, some of which occur in some of the readings for
this course. | encourage you to examine these resources. Canvas also lists other resources concerning reading
and writing philosophy which you may find helpful.

Office Hours, Email Communication, and Due Date Extensions

If you have questions or comments about the course it is best to talk during office hours. Canvas has a link for
reserving office hours meeting times. If you cannot attend any office hours, email me to set up an alternative
time to meet. If you contact me via email, please include “PHI 1000” in the subject line so that I know you are
emailing about this course. | will typically not offer extensions on assignment due dates. All of the assignment
due dates are available in advance, so if you anticipate not having enough time to do the assignment right before
it is due, you should do the assignment earlier. You are expected to work ahead when you have time, rather than
to fall behind when you become busy.

Colloquia

Periodically the Philosophy department hosts colloquium talks by visiting philosophers (sometimes in
conjunction with the Politics, Philosophy, and Economics program). In a colloquium talk, a philosopher
presents some of their research and then the audience asks questions. Attending colloquium talks is a great way
to introduce yourself to all sorts of topics in philosophy. You will receive announcements about upcoming
colloquia in your email, and | encourage you to come to some of the talks this semester, and for the rest of your
time here at Ashoka.



Final Schedule

Each day’s reading has an accompanying reading quiz and Perusall annotation assignment, both of which are
due 10 AM that day. You should aim to complete them earlier than 10 AM, ideally. Each reading also has a pre-
recorded lecture designed to be watched prior to the reading, although sometimes the lecture will note that it can
be watched after the reading instead.

Jan 25: Lewis Carroll, “What the Tortoise Said to Achilles”
Jan 27: Patricia Churchland, “Are Mental States Irreducible to Neurobiological States?”
Four sentence paper #1 on Carroll or Churchland due Feb 6 at midnight

Feb 1: Kristen Intemann, “Science and Values: Are Value Judgments Always Irrelevant to the Justification of
Scientific Claims?”

Feb 3: Mary Midgley, “Trying Out One’s New Sword”

Four sentence paper #2 on Intemann or Midgley due Feb 13 at midnight

Feb 8: Julia Driver, “Caesar’s Wife: On the Moral Significance of Appearing Good”
Feb 10: Roy Sorensen, “Permission to Cheat”

Four sentence paper #3 on Driver or Sorensen due Feb 20 at midnight

Feb 15: Amartya Sen, “The Global Reach of Human Rights”

Feb 17: Mary Deveraux, “Moral Judgments and Works of Art”

Four sentence paper #4 on Sen or Deveraux due Feb 27 at midnight

Feb 22: Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion”

Feb 24: Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion”

March 1: Card, “Infanticide and the Liberal View of Abortion”

March 3: Warren, “The Moral Difference Between Infanticide and Abortion: A Response to Robert Card”
March 15: Hendricks, “Even if the fetus is not a person, abortion is immoral”

March 17: Blackshaw, “The impairment argument for the immorality of abortion” and “The Impairment
argument for the immorality of abortion revisited” and Hendricks, “(Regrettably) Abortion remains immoral”

March 22: Frankfurt, “Alternate Possibilities and Moral Responsibility”
March 24: Ginet, “In Defense of the Principle of Alternative Possibilities”
500 Word Paper #1 on Abortion due March 27 at midnight

March 29: Chisholm, “Human Freedom and the Self”

March 31: Pereboom, “Living Without Free Will”



April 5: Chakrabarti, “From the Fabric to the Weaver?”

500 Word Paper #2 on Free Will due April 10 at midnight

April 12: Craig, “The Kalam Cosmological Argument”

April 14: Sharma, “Grounds for Belief in God” sections 1 through 3

April 15: Hayes, “Principled Atheism in the Buddhist Scholastic Tradition” sections 0 and 2
April 19: Rosenbaum, “How to Be Dead and Not Care”

500 Word Paper #3 on the Existence of God due April 24 at midnight

April 26: Timmerman, “A dilemma for Epicureanism”

April 28: Nagel, “Death”

April 29: Kamm, “Why is Death Bad and Worse than Pre-Natal Non-Existence?”

500 Word Paper #4 on Death due May 13 at midnight



